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Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim  

My Colleagues,  

Chiefs of three Services,  

United Nations Resident Coordinator and Diplomats,  

Distinguished Guests,  
Ladies and gentlemen,  

Assalamu Alaikum and good afternoon.  

Let me first convey my heartfelt thanks and congratulations to all of you at the 

commemoration ceremony of the International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers.  
For us as a nation, today is a joyous day, a day of glory. International community is 

admiring Bangladesh as a frontrunner in establishing global peace.     

Ladies and gentlemen,  

The greatest Bangalee of all time, the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 

Rahman in his historical speech at the UN General Assembly on 24th September 1974 elaborated 

the foreign policy of Bangladesh. He expressed his firm commitment in fostering global peace and 

security. He declared, "Friendship towards all, malice towards none and peaceful settlement of all 

disputes is the basis of the foreign policy of Bangladesh.  
We are following the ideals of the Father of the nation. Bangladesh has been maintaining 

warm diplomatic relations with friendly countries and pursuing every initiative undertaken by The 

United Nations in promoting global peace and stability. Today, the members of the Armed Forces 

of Bangladesh and Bangladesh Police despite of all risk of life is contributing to peacekeeping and 

peace building in the war-torn areas across the world.  
Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Our participation in peacekeeping operations and in other multinational assignments has 

enhanced the image of Bangladesh in the world forum. Our active participation in peacekeeping 

missions in one way has upheld our commitment to peace and on the other way has strengthened 

our diplomatic ties with economically developed and militarily powerful nations.  

Today, I proudly remember the great contribution of Bangladesh in peacekeeping. We feel 

proud to be the highest contributor of peacekeepers in the UN Peacekeeping. Out of 92,541 

Peacekeepers of 116 countries 8,936 peacekeepers including 224 female peacekeepers are from 

Bangladesh. Our participation in the newly formed UN Peacekeeping Mission in Mali has already 

been confirmed. The Government has been continuously pursuing in sending more peacekeepers.  

Dear Peacekeepers,  

You have greatly contributed in establishing peace in many war-torn areas of the world 

through your hard work, professionalism, skill and discipline. You thereby have earned the trust 

and confidence of the people of those countries. You have worked hard for enhancing the prestige 

of your motherland even at the risk of your life. The United Nations and all the peace loving 

countries of the world have praised you for your dedication and competence. You are also 

contributing to our economy by earning a substantial amount of foreign currency.  
In addition to your contribution to restoring global peace, your role in nation building 

activities inside the country is definitely commendable. I also solemnly recall the unfathomable 



contribution of the Armed Forces to our war of independence. I firmly believe that you will always 

remain vigilant at all times to respond for to the causes of the motherland.    

Ladies and Gentlemen,  
Today with deep respect, I remember those peacekeepers who have made supreme 

sacrifices for the cause of global peace and have up held the image of Bangladesh in the world 

forum. As of today, 110 of our Peacekeepers have embraced martyrdom out of which two have 

been martyred between June 2012 and May 2013. I pay my deepest tribute to all these heroes 

and express my sympathy to their bereaved family members. This year we have honored families 

of two martyrs and five wounded peacekeepers.  

Future peacekeeping would be more competitive and challenging. We have taken various 

steps and strengthened the capacity of the peacekeepers to face the future challenges squarely.  
We have procured modern equipment including fourth generation tank, double-engine 

helicopter, APC, SHORAD. Training facilities have been strengthened. It will help increase your 

confidence and ability. You should keep yourself updated regularly.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  
In addition to our participation in the UN peacekeeping, we have created a new dimension 

in the international peace diplomacy. Bangladesh as NAM coordinator of the UN Peace Building 

Commission has contributed to peace building in post conflict states. We also aim at transition 

from war to peace there. In recognition to our commitment to the Peace Building Commission, 

Bangladesh has elected as chair of the commission in 2012.  
On behalf of the people of Bangladesh, I presented "People's Empowerment and 

Development" model in the UN General Assembly in 2011 in a bid for global peace. The 193 

member states of the UN passed the proposal in last December. Our proposal "Culture of Peace" 

presented in the UNGA in 2011 was also passed in last December.  
Distinguished Guests,  

Upholding the foreign policy that enunciated by the Father of the Nation, we are 

determined to continue our efforts to maintain global peace and security. With this pledge and 

hoping for the long-lasting of peace across the world I conclude my speech.    
Thank you.  

Khoda Hafez.  

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu.  

May Bangladesh Live Forever.  

 


